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SYMBOLS WAR, CONFLICT, PROTEST
History Witnessed

You and I witnessed history today. If it was a day like most others, it sped
past us into our memory and settled there until we could gather our thoughts
and gain perspective. When significant events happen we know in an instant
that history is being made. In our youth we don’t often visit the past where
history builds. History takes its time. Aging provides few benefits - I consider
perspective and arc of experiences one. This project wouldn't have interested
me even ten years ago, yet in my desire to clarify my past, this work demands
its time in the daylight now.

In On Photography Susan Sontag writes:

Photographs furnish evidence. Something we hear about, but
doubt, seems proven when we are shown a photograph of it.
A photograph passes for incontrovertible proof that a given
thing happened. The picture may distort; but there is always the
presumption that something exists, or did exist, which is like
what’s in the picture. Whatever limitations (through amateurism)
or pretensions (through artistry) of the individual photographer,
a photograph-any photograph-seems to have a more innocent,
and therefore more accurate, relation to visible reality than do
other mimetic objects.

In using the photographs I have made, I can offer evidence of objects;
symbols, events and issues that continue to shape my life and opinions. By
exploring the history I have witnessed, I understand my past on a deeper
level. Memorials erected to honor sacrifice and loss are at the center, repre-
senting the collective memory of all of us who have been part of turbulent
times, how they have shaped us and changed how current generations view
the world today.






My Father was a warrior. Semi-pro boxer, decorated veteran, relentless
entrepreneur, his conservative and inflexible worldview was shaped by
events he had experienced and lived.

During my coming of age in the 1960, suddenly my Father was
confronted by issues and events in a changing American society at odds
with his ideas. This began a period of alienation between us, for I chose
a different path than he, rejecting how he saw the world, in favor of
new ideals, shaped by the peers of my time on issues of war, race and
ecology. This was certainly not unique in families of that era. My Father’s
history shaped mine and some of his memory is here to honor my new
understanding of him. In not recognizing his legacy, I cannot reconcile
mine. These symbols of protest represent a departure of my own from the
confines of earlier thinking in search of a more enlightened tomorrow.

This is my story, told visually, shaped by the historical events I have been

witness to and part of.

- Jay Tyrrell
2014






How many times can a man turn his head,
Pretending he just doesn’t see?

- Bob Dylan 1962, Blowing in the Wind



Dark America
Wheat Fields, Eastern Washington






World War IT Memorial
Washington, D.C.
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Colt and Star









My Fadher was an aradedtr p/?oz‘ogrc;p/zer all his life. As
a child T woeld agl‘z‘az‘e Zhe a/e\/e/op/nﬁ lrays in lis dark -
roornr. It was P expoSUre Zo the Mdﬁfc of the photo-

3/-639/7 .



My Father
France, 1944






My Father’s Portrait of his Camera






Battle Gear









Ths is a portrat ry Fadher made of me circa 1949. My
Fadher never Spo,ée of S war experiences as so many of
Als 3enerczz‘/on were prone to do. I /ac ked any detai! of
Che event for which rs medal For 5/‘62\/8/}/ was aeoarded
wunti/ after he passed and I Found a necospaper article /e
had saved.



Portrait by my Father
Circa 1949
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None of the horrors of wWorld A)ar YA 5&(/‘?6255 Zhe
YWolocawst in Scope and impact on /7/550/-}/.

The Monwument Zo the Murdered Jecos of burope cpened
in Berlin in 200s. It was deS{gned A}/ Peler Eisennian

and Buro %c;ppo/c/ and represents a Sap/?o\Seo//y ordered
system thad has lost towuch ewith Auman reason.



Murdered Jews of Europe #2
Berlin






Murdered Jews of Europe #3
Berlin






Murdered Jews of Europe #5
Berlin






Murdered Jews of Europe #1









7The Korean tar, cornng betieen the maelstror of
World tar I/ and Zhe angst of /e Vietnam War, is
oflen called the forgoz‘z‘en War. OFFcially ¢his war was
wunder the auspices of Che necw United Nations and cohile
Crocps From many countries served, it was nearly 90%
American lroops. UN Fforces opposed Forces #ror Che
Chinese, Soviet Union and North Korea. The world came
per//oaé/y close Yo nuclear war before a stalemade cas
eSZ‘dﬁ//S/?ec/, s/ in p/ac:e Z‘oo/ay.

My Father was called to active duty +or an assignment
in Europe, where at Che Cime a fear of an expansion of
hostilities with the Soviet Unon wocelld breakocd there.

Fé/‘ fwo yed/\S we //‘\/eo/ /‘n m///z‘ary 51,(/9/9//34 /]oL(S/ng /‘n a
partitioned éermany, our lives completely centered arotnd
Zhe M/‘//‘Z‘ary and the Chredd of war with the Soviets, and
our Fadher's service.



Korean War Memorial #3
Washington, D.C.






Korean War Memorial #6
Washington, D.C.









bchoing 2he /’ee/mﬁ of this 5&//73 Zhe fo}*goz‘z‘en War, the
Korean tWar Mesmorial doesn? altract the crowds that
i2s more well altended neg/?éor on the mall, the Vietnar
Mermoria/ , does.

7 he 3ho§i /‘mage\s of Servicenren etched into Zhe 3ran/‘z‘e
of the memorial hawnt »e as I rove /9625Z‘.



Korean War Memorial #4
Washington, D.C.






Korean War Memorial #5






Korean War Memorial #1
Washington, D.C.









The conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry
is new in the American experience. The total influence - economic, political, even
spiritual - is felt in every city, every statehouse, every office of the federal government.
In the councils of government we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted
influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The
potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.

- Dwight D. Eisenhower - Farewell Address to the Nation January 17, 1961






At he /7e/:9/7z‘ of the Cold War in 19¢), Che sudden partdi-
Z‘/on/ng of the city of Berlin 5}/ 2he Comricun'st DDK was
a shock and provocatlion o Che wWeSt.

We hiad lived in tWest Germdny rnot /on3 before and coere
S/ in contact with Friends //\//ng Zhere.

I was rnow of an age where tHhis awa,éen/ng Zo world
event's would have an impact on the direction and sense
of % /ife.



Berlin Wall

Berlin









On rry 1524 A//-z‘hdca/ as was re?a/red Z registered Ffor the
Draf?. e coere //\///73 in Vancowver, Canada at the time and
A /‘831.\558/‘80/ @ the American Consulade in Chat C/Z‘y.

I learned later that, because I was living as an ex-pdd,
rty Draft Board was in Waé/ﬁn\gz‘on D.C., and that o

be drafted C¢hey had 2o pay sy way Chere for induction
and woildn't wunless cwar cwas declared. War was never
dec/ared in Vietram, it was considered a” police action "

7 he Following year, considering figher education choices,
I 2utrned doron an offer of an appoint ment o West
Point z‘/7roa3/z 1/ Fadher's £riend and Former cOmmczna/fng
officer.

That choice 5&3@7 a period of aliendtion betioeen %
Fadher and I. It soon blossomed into £ui// protest of
Zhe war Ay me.



Vietnam War Memorial #3
Washington, D.C.
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Come senators, congressmen
Please heed the call

Don't stand in the doorway
Don’t block up the hall

The order is

Rapidly fadin;,

And the first one now

Will later be last

For the times they are a-changin.

- Bob Dylan 1963, The Times They Are A-Changin






\//S/Z‘/hg Zhe wall of the \/fez‘nam Merorial for ¢As
project, all these years after the Fear of ée/ng drafed,
fHends /ost, a 5enerdZ‘/on in radical voice and Zhe r/:9/7—'
Ceous indignation Coward the world cwe Grew up ny I
was Struck Ay a sense of how Maya Lin s architectural
masterpiece So -/Z(//y expressed the sense of a wec{ge
driven betieen 38/78/‘6@9017\5 and the cold hardrness of Zhe
/osSes suffered.

Dar/ng rry Visit Co the wall I searched for a cousin and
a frend who had /os? Zherr /Ves in Zhs conflict.
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Vietnam War Memorial #4 and #8






Vietnam War Memorial #2
Washington, D.C.






Vietnam War Memorial #7






Vietnam War Memorial #1
Washington, D.C.









We are people of this generation, bred at least in moderate
comfort, housed now in universities, looking uncomfort-
ably to the world we inherit.

- Tom Hayden
Port Huron Statement, Students for a Democratic Society






IZ cas Cime Lo guestion acthority on ear, race, esmi-
ronment and Che direction the world was going. In 1969
campuses across the nation were engaged in full radical
political activisnr.

Television Aad éy nowo becore a MmGjor new Source of
inFormalion and inflammadion as the media A/‘oaﬁ/?f Zhe
war and the protests a//recz‘/y into American //‘w‘ng rooms
el/ery n{g/]Z‘.

Az «{C Berfe/ey a dispute over land wse became a Aash
point for radica/ activity ewhen Chen Governer Konald

Ke eagar ordered %3/74()63/ Patrol and other police forces
lo wuse” any method necessary " o Stop Che protests.

When the tear gas cleared, one student /ay dead £rom a
police 5/70{3407 blast, mcuny 1 cred. The Governer ordered
in the Naliona/ Guard which occupied the city wnti/
30,000 residents staged a peacetu/ march and took back

Z‘/?e//‘ C/‘Z(y .



People’s Park
Berkeley, Calif.
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Sov Over ayeat Weteok
fended &, \oved it Vanted Yrees, grass,
£ Flowers on, made it info PEOPLE'S

ARK. e usedtre Yand. |Je planted things
& they grew. We hadnt ron @ feasibiliyy
srudy. We Tad enoush \abog
freely o en, to build the Park, We bad
1o budaets. We found the money and
(aterials we needed in our commundy

ICH T
& had o organization, noleades; N0

ou AKE CARE'
HIS EARTH WAS MADE A COMI

E‘?SH“RY FOR MlYON[,g;ﬂAR{ . CO“\“\'\ﬁee_ _ﬁ\ 9 ?a\"k Was \)U'p\ ‘: b
anyone ¢ everyone & we all of Us
together, worked if out,

2 Were told we hadnt Bilowed the
correct Procevdures‘ We had asked
the wrong qeestions ¢ built a

REAUTIFUL PARK.

a5 anncredibly good feeling,
building this Park T this courtry
of cementt steel cifies better suite
Lor-ils-macninesthan forits people,
we made @ place for people At
3 time WJhen only experts and
Conmittees, quahfied ¢ cerlified,
are ?erm\ﬁe&kpéoi‘m <, we did
Something ourselves, ¢ did it well
For all of us, hip ¢ straight,
the Park was something that
drew our community together:

The Park was Common Ground.

On Bloody Thufsday,” theday UC

Adwinysteators had a fence pot op
around Yeopte's Park, we took to
the streets 30,000 people marched

LET 1000 Rris BmwZ '







Music and 2he lyrics that are /nz‘ejra/ Zo it have been

an important form of protest to express a desire for
c/mnge and of dissent. Music connects people of /ike
/o/eo/ogy and consciousrness in a manner CAL creates

a common Shared exper/‘enc,s, and 15 amp//# ed é}/ Zhe

Star poroer of the perforser, getding a rresSage Zo Z‘he
masses. THhis came to pooer during the 1960 s and 70 ‘s
and continues to be a medicrr For protest in any /angaage
eve,r SincCe.

Syméo/s of protest worn on appare! and an adoption of’
PG | UaNG éy a 3ene/-czz‘fon intent on a/e-/’y/ng comventiona/
norms were owtwoard 5/3/75 of the ?aeéz‘/on/ng of Soci -
ez‘y s behavior and aaz‘honz‘y



Vinyl and Zig Zags









On May 4, 1920 Nadional (Guard roops Ared /ive ariric—
nition into a crowd of student protesters at Kent

State U. h/‘\/e/‘SI‘Z‘y in Olio. Four students were Killed and
campuses across the nalion erupled in strifes and ricts,
over ¢ rullion parZ‘/‘c/pCZZ‘ec/ .

Th's led 2o a Swurimer of enorrous protests and riots
which ook dark tuurns as rulitant radica/ Groups such
as the wWeather é/na/ergroand Aeﬁan a Series of 50»751'/735
in Lhe country in protest of the war.

Iy owur f’d/)’///y, Z2Ahs evend A nal /y 3dVe Cl‘ec//AA/A//AZ‘y Zo the
argamenz‘s Ag/hg made and our Father éegan Zo view Che
oar c///’/’ereni/y as did much of the nation.



Kent State



- % FINAL

TUBSDAY, MAY 5 190 ries e 10

KENT STATE RIOT: 4 KILLED

Yanks Launch : Troops Fight
&' With Students

Poll Shows|

Nixon Tells |
Sadness at4

Unredlity

House Unit OK’s
5% ike g;







In the end we beat them with Levi 501 jeans. Seventy-two
years of Communist indoctrination and propaganda was
drowned out by a three-ounce Sony Walkman. A huge
totalitarian system has been brought to its knees because
nobody wants to wear Bulgarian shoes. Now they’re lunch
and we are number one on the planet.

- PJ. O'Rourke






Across the €astern Bloc, 1959 Sacwwo Zhe collapse of
Communsn, Aegfnnfnﬁ in Poland and spreading across
bastern Europe, the #all of the Berlin tall and Che even-
Zua/ Areaéap Zhe next vear of the Soviet Union and then
Che reunitication of Germany.

Since the 19505 /s constantly ex/o/\//ng ewall in Prczgae
has been a Syméo/ of peace and /ove.

Students o/v:g/na//y panted an image of” John Lennon on
the wall with the words Zo Ais song ‘ Imag ne Setickly
it became a center for others Zo post anti—Comrtin ST
messages and becare a mMGor SouUrce of irritadion Co Zhe
Communist regime, resulting in violesnt clashes betroeen
Students and police.

Since the Velvel Revolution in 1959, Lernons tall is a
mecca for youth \//S/Z‘fnﬁ Che city who come Zo Chis
wall on a o/a//y basis and Join he comersation. As T
phoz‘ogrc;phed Zhe wall and catched he steady stream
of student's adding Cheir coriting 2o the surface, I was
Struck that in their yoaz‘hf&/ expression there was fiope
that Lennon's lyrics cowld someday come Zrue.



Lennon’s Wall
Prague
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There are Some events LAl occur when you eor// a/ways
remenber cwhere you were and the circumstances twhen
newws so SZ‘a/‘Z‘//‘nﬁ comes that changes Zhe world forever.
In rmy youth iZ was John F. Kennedy s assassinadion,

and for youth of the newo rillennicun Lhat moment coas
Zhe Lerrorist attacks of 9/I. America had a/ready been
involved in one war in the Middle éast in 2he mneties,
eonth Several 5/:9/7/147 cant altacks in the Saééefaenz‘ Vears.
The boldness of 2his altack created a visceral reaction
al horme rnot pre\//oaé/y Seen.

The divide betioeen radical Islam and the test cas
5/-04(3/75 into clear Focus Ay these attacks and is
responsible for our imolement in two wars, one Still
ongoing a Chis time. In the wars of ideals and /o/eo/ogy,
Chere is no clear victory and no decl/ared coinner.



Personal Snapshots of Trinity Church, November 2001






9/11 Memorial #1, South Pool
New York City






9/11 Memorial #9, South Pool
New York City






9/11 Memorial #4, South Pool
New York City






9/11 Memorial #8, North Pool






9/11 Memorial #5, Freedom Tower
New York City
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9/11 Memorial Grid
New York City
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National 9/11 Museum
New York City









7 he /arge\si coordinaled protests in fistory were held on
February 1S, 2003 in opposition to the agproaching car in
Iraf. In over (00 cities worldeoide, Aundreds of ¢hou—
Sands of peop/e Zook to the streeds in G or US cities;
New> York, San Francisco and Seat?le. 4/?/-0)(//)742‘3/}/
Chree rullion marched in K ome; rillions in London and
Ba)-Ce/o‘na, a/l wnmted aga/n\si the unstoppable US adptin's-
¢ration s decision o go Zo war.

These protests were brushed aside 5}/ Che adrimstralion
and a Conﬁre5§ intent on war. With the passage of Cime,
Che war did not accomplish its staded goals, was coidely
deemed wunnecessary, and has lead 2o Further destabi/iza—
Cion in a region already unstable.



Iraq War Protest









The Irnterne? and social »edia noco pPlay a 5{9/7/7? cant role
in Connecting pecple into virtual communties, orgarizing
and o//'\SSeM/nczz‘/ng ideas across borders instantly.
Jrhadists recruit and preach Zherr messages on websites,
media such as Twitler coordinade protests and infors
participarnts so all are connected wup o the runite as
events happen.



Twitter
Al Jazeera Feed
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YouTube

Ayman al-Zawabhiri
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The Glory of the East Begins vith Damascus By Sheikh Ayman al Zawahiri, May Allah Protect Him - YouTube
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Bumper Sticker



I’m already against
the next war.







/4 C,énoa)/ ea’ge/y/enZ(S

With gracitude Co rry collaborator and Friend, Bob
Cornelis of Color Folio. tWithowt s debate and
lechnical expertise none of Chis would Aave 3offen

done.

Karen \5/‘/75/78/‘/)73/‘ and f/]e Sania 562/"562/‘62 MaSeam of
Are Ffor their support and ac?wls/z‘/on o 2his work.

To the men and coomen of the Armed Forces of the
United States, f/?dn( you £or your Service and
sSacrhces in f/]e defense of our //Aée/‘ffe5 So

we can have Che Nigﬁf o dissent and protest.



I do not know how the Third World War will be
fought, but I can tell you what they will use in
the Fourth - rocks!

- Albert Einstein 1949









